
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ATC Newsletter

Uganda just like many developing 

countries is facing a serious problem of 

environmental degradation; its waters 

are being depleted and contaminated 

by a number of effluents including 

poorly disposed   human faecal matter

at household level. Impacts of poor 

sanitation stretch beyond an individual/ 

responsible household to the entire 

community. Several campaigns have 

gone on but there is not much 

improvement in practice and attitude. 

ATC has taken up the initiative to save 

the environment by protecting and 

promoting the safe wafer chain and also 

enabling people to make full use of 

human wastes by promoting ecological 

sanitation. This is done through research 

using a model village approach;

focusing on improving household 

sanitation and access to safe water. It is 

anticipated that people’s attitudes and 

practices will positively change. 

Household sanitation: Key to a healthy living

The Appropriate Technology Centre (ATC) for Water and Sanitation 

May 2010 by the Ministry of Water and Environment as an initiative to promote action 

research and development of appropriate technologies and approaches for water 

and sanitation. With the mission, ‘to be a leading centre of excellence in re

development in water and sanitation’;

empowered self-sustaining society.  

About ATC 

 

 Construction of fossa alterna toilet in Kikandwa village
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“I knew cattle waste 

can be used as fertilizers 

but at least not human 

waste.    …I am happy 

to learn that I can 

generate fertilizers from 

my own waste so I will 

be applying it in my 

garden for better yields”

Kikandwa village 

resident. 

The Appropriate Technology Centre (ATC) for Water and Sanitation was established in 

May 2010 by the Ministry of Water and Environment as an initiative to promote action 

research and development of appropriate technologies and approaches for water 

o be a leading centre of excellence in research and 

; ATC envisions to have a healthy and 

Household sanitation directly impacts on 

household health as well as income. Poor 

sanitation exposes people to disease and 

sick people cannot be productive. With 

improved sanitation, disease incidences 

gradually reduce and this means that the 

household is able to save on medical 

expenditure. Long term benefits accrue to 

the entire community.   
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ATC ongoing events 

• Installation of sanitation 

and hygiene facilities in 

Kikandwa model village 

• Equity and Inclusion 

research project in 

Katakwi and Amuria 

 

• Irrigation farming and 

use of urine as 

pesticide/fertilizers 

 

• Self supply; developing 

a manual on hand dug 

wells 

 
Improvising of a seat pan for a 

household with an elderly member 

 

 

“88% of diarrhea disease 

is attributed to unsafe 

water supply, 

inadequate sanitation 

and hygiene.” WHO 

 

 
Children in Buwenge Town Council, 

Jinja 
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Improved toilet for the disability  

 

   

                                                         
                                                          

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Equity and Inclusion Vs water and sanitation services 

FGD with the disabled people  

The disabled minority are being taken for

granted, highly segregated and 

stigmatized. For example, in construction of

community water points, no measures are 

taken into consideration to ease access for 

the physically challenged and the elderly. 

As a result, they are excluded on the 

premise that they would be helped by other 

people i.e., friends and relatives.  Indeed 

they are sometimes helped but on many 

occasions they are stigmatized instead.  In a 

meeting with them, they pointed out

instances which happened and have 

remained fresh in their minds; 

“I always ask my sister’s children to help with 

chores like fetching water because I cannot do it 

myself but they complain that I disturb them a lot. 

One time the girl barked at me saying that; if she

could, she would take me to the forest and shoot 

me dead. It would save them from a good for 

nothing nagging creature” revealed a person

with disability from Katakwi. 

Nothing much has been done at 

community level by both the local 

government and development partners to 

ease the plight faced by the people with 

disabilities to access water, hygiene and 

sanitation facilities. 

 

 
 Sprinkler irrigation 

 

Community water point in Katosi, 

Mukono district 

 
The price of excluding the physically 

disabled people is far reaching.

Failure by some physically 

challenged people to access the 

latrine; they resort to ‘flying’ toilets or

open defecation and end up 

causing havoc to the entire 

community.  

Another disabled person from, 

Katakwi relates; 

   “One time I was invited for a very 

important meeting because I am a 

counselor representing the disabled. 

While the meeting was still going on, I 

needed to ease myself. I excused myself 

and went to the toilet. On reaching the 

toilet, I found that it had stairs which I 

could not climb.  I just went back to the 

meeting and tried to persevere. The 

meeting took so long that I could not 

hold it any longer. I decided to move 

out of the meeting but before I left my 

seat, I was all soured by urine. I cried 

because the incidence was so 

shameful”. 

Climate variability and change is 

increasingly threatening Uganda’s status

as the pearl of Africa. Drought and floods 

are rampant; it has become difficult to 

entirely depend on rain-fed agriculture. 

Many parts of the country are water and 

food stressed. Ministry of Water and 

Environment through ATC is taking steps to 

research and promote water for 

production and small holder irrigation as a 

remedy to water unreliability. Uganda is 

blessed because it receives reasonably 

high precipitation. However, this has not 

translated into water availability at 

household level. Countrywide, despite 

people having some knowledge, large 

scale rainwater harvesting is limited owing 

to lack of demonstrable appropriate 

practices.  ATC is partnering with NARO

and Mukono district production 

department to research on appropriate 

irrigation methods that address storage, 

conservation and water delivery. 

 

Water for production  

Bucket drip irrigation is ideal at 

household level. It is uses low cost

materials, easy to install and saves 

water. Even those with small plots 

can afford to have a small 

vegetable garden and maintain it 

throughout the year. To enhance 

productivity, domestically collected 

urine can be used on the garden 

following the right precautions. 

Bucket drip irrigation  


